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Children and Nature at a Crossroads

A Why is it a
concern?

A Envisioning
change
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SAVING OUR CHILDREN FROM
NATURE-DEFICIT DISORDER

SAVING OUR
CHILDREN
FROM
NATURE-
DEFICIT
DISORDER
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Nature-Deficit Disorder

Describes...

petween children and nature
that has potential negative

| mpacts on a ¢
emotional, and mental
development.

A the cumulative effect of
withdrawing nature from
chil drendos exp

(Richard Louv, 2005)



A Perfect Storm: Indicators of

Nature Deficit Disorder

Childhood
Obesity ‘
Nature
Access

" —

Student
Achievement

Stranger \ [S)tress and
Danger epression



n | | 1 ke t o
better odcau
where all the electrical

outl ets ar e.

fourth grader

NYT article i April 28, 2005

rowing Up

 Denatured 3%

When a bird sings in the forest,
does it make asound ~ _ ©

if no child hears? &%

Ehe New York Eimes




4 MOTHER: Vicky aged eight

in 1979 was allowed to :
walk to the swimming pool
g alone half a mile away.
N L

O

is only allowed to CC
1 walk on his own to 5=
the end of his -
street (300 yards). ="
e

8| GRANDFATHER: Jack
i aged eightin 1950. Able

# to walk about one mile P
§¢ on his own to the woods. f

How Children Lost
the Right to Roam
in Four Generations
By David Derbyshire
June 15, 2007

GREAT-GRANDFATHER:

George aged eightin

1919, Allowed to walk six
miles to go fishing
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years have we

put it in a little

box called a

cl assroom. 0O
~ Marcella Wells

eki ds ca
you lots about the
Amazon rain
forest but can
they tell you how
it felt the last time
they laid out In
the woods and
watched the
leaves move or
the clouds roll by?




