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Your Special Nature 

Place



Do the children in your life have 

a special nature place?



Children and Nature at a Crossroads

ÁWhat is nature-
deficit disorder?

ÁWhy is it a 
concern?

ÁEnvisioning 
change
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Nature-Deficit Disorder

Describes...

Åthe growing disconnect 

between children and nature 

that has potential negative 

impacts on a childôs physical, 

emotional, and mental 

development.

Åthe cumulative effect of 

withdrawing nature from 

childrenôs experiences. 

(Richard Louv, 2005)



A Perfect Storm: Indicators of 

Nature Deficit Disorder
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ñI like to play indoors 

better ôcause thatôs 

where all the electrical 

outlets are.ò

fourth grader

NYT article ïApril 28, 2005



How Children Lost 

the Right to Roam 

in Four Generations

By David Derbyshire 

June 15,  2007



ékids can tell 

you lots about the 

Amazon rain 

forest but can 

they tell you how 

it felt the last time 

they laid out in 

the woods and 

watched the 

leaves move or 

the clouds roll by?

ñUsing the real 

world is the only 

way learning 

happened for 

99.9% of human 

existence.  Only 

in the last 100 

years have we 

put it in a little 

box called a 

classroom.ò

~ Marcella Wells


